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Jordan Lutheran Church 

Orefield, Pa 

Service of Word & Prayer – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 19, 2020 – 9:15 a.m. 

Our thanks to Vicar Jamie Edelman for serving as supply pastor during Pr. Dody’s vacation! 

 

Gathering Song:  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less   p. 8 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 
And also with you. 

You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
A people holy to the Lord our God. 
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, and when you rise. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 

 

Scripture Song  
A canticle of praise may be sung or spoken. 

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe; 
Just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations. 
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name? 

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
For you alone are the Holy One. All nations will draw near and worship before you, 
for your just and holy works have been revealed. 

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your 
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Response after the prayer: Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading:  Isaiah 44:6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust 
in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 86:11-17 
Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11) 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 

 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

  and glorify your name for- | evermore.  

 13For great is your | love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 

 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 

  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 

 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 

 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 

 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame; 

  because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.  
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Second Reading:  Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray 

as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate 

us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if 

you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 

you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 

children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we 

may also be glorified with him. 

  18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 

be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain 

the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning 

in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  
spoken in unison 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you! 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you! 
Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the Scriptures. 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you! 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you! 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th  chapter 
Glory to you O Lord. 

Gospel:   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove 

all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, 

then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 

did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, 

‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But 

he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of 

them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
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and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 

the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 

is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 

fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 

of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
Hymn of the Day: Praise and Thanksgiving   p. 9 
 
Response to the Word 
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.                 Ephesians 1:13-14 

 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right  hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                                             Jude 20                                                                                                                                                           
Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                               Jude 21                                                                                                  
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!                            2 Corinthians 5:17 
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God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one 
another. 
Gracious God, 
Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and 
left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 

Peace 
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in 
peace. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER 
 
Offering 
During this time of social distancing please continue to send in your offerings so the ministries that are 
so greatly needed at this time will continue and so that once we are able to reunite we will be able to 
do so with the greatest strength the Lord gives us! Thank you in advance! 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these 
gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our strength and our song.   
Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your 
church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our 
witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. 
Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of 
decay. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human 
family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast 
love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. 
We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember 
with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the 
day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to 
your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any 
way Dan, Bill, George, Clint, Doug, Jennifer, Obie, Lillian, Arlene, Shirley, Carol, Linda, Mike, Dorothy, 
Paula. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For those celebrating birthdays this week. May they continue to grow in faith as they grow in years, 

especially Dale, Bonnie, Doug, Lauren, Paul, Reed, Savannah, Joshua, Jenna, Herbert, Sandra, Alexander, 

Gayle, Terry, Jessica, Kelley, Drew, Ruth, Daniel.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For those celebrating anniversaries this week. May they be bound together by your love, now and forever, 

especially Desiree & Fred. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious Lord, as our shepherd, guide the ministries of all our sisters and brothers in Christ in congregations 
who continue to do your work.  Through your Holy Spirit provide courage, perseverance and resources to 
those who speak your word of truth and love. We give thanks this day for our sisters and 
brothers united through you.  We pray especially for the congregation of New Life, New Tripoli, and for their 
pastor, Lauren Applegate.  May they be filled with your Holy Spirit.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love.  
Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  For the Fruit of All Creation   p. 10 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Church Office Hours: The office is still open! Normal hours (these days!) are Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday, 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon, to take your phone calls, drop off your offering envelopes, etc.  Every 

effort will be made to do so contact-free. 

Assistance for Members: We have a team of volunteers standing by who are willing to run errands, 

pick up groceries or prescriptions, etc. for those who may be unable or just should not go out. Please 

call the church office and we will get you in touch with someone who can help. 

If you would like to serve as a worship lector for the live-streamed services, please contact the 

church office. We are need of readers for our upcoming return to IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 

beginning July 26th.  Thanks to Carolyn Flemish for serving as our lector this morning! 

Food Pantry:  We are also in need of food donations, especially since the annual Postal Food 
Collection did not take place this year. Drop off during office hours. Monetary donations are welcome, 
also, and will purchase 3 to 4 times as much food for the money! 

Worship Services:  will resume in the Family Center beginning Sunday, July 26th, at 9:15 a.m. Please 
read the  letter you received either by mail or email for important information and to learn about the 
safety measures that have been put into place for your protection.  For those who feel the need to 
continue remaining at home, worship services will still be live-streamed on ZOOM. 
 

Mask Bands:  We have crocheted/knitted mask extenders available for anyone who might need one, 
or if you know anyone in the medical profession who wears masked daily and could use some, please 
contact the church office. 

During Pastor Dody’s vacation this week, you may contact Pr. Gade with any pastoral emergencies 
at 610-967-5309. 

 

We send our gratitude to those who continue to faithfully make their offerings so that we may be 

ready, unafraid and able to return to regular ministry when life gets back to normal!  

Jordan is pleased to offer electronic giving options to our members. Members can make a one-time 

donation, or establish a recurring giving profile through the convenience of their computer or mobile 

phone. We highly recommend that at this time you prayerfully consider using online giving. 

Here is how you sign up:  

WEBSITE – go to www.jordanlutheran.org click on the SUPPORT tab, then Electronic Giving and you 

will be offered two options to set up your electronic giving  

GIVE+ PLUS (a free, secure  phone app) download this free app to your mobile phone, search by zip 

code 18069 and when you see Jordan, follow the instructions to make your donation. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jordanlutheran.org/
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We are now receiving material from Truist for the next phase of the PPP SBA process where we apply 

for the loan forgiveness currently planned for the mid- to late-July timeframe.  So, we are currently 

tracking our employee payroll expenses and utilities (electric & oil), which are being paid for through 

PPP SBA loan funds.  We are required to track all these expenses separately for the necessary 

documentation in our forgiveness application with Truist Bank to show that we have met 

qualifications for possible forgiveness and a conversion to a grant.  

 

In this month’s Treasurer’s Report, the dollar amounts show the full expenses associated with Payroll 

and the Property-Utilities, grounds, etc. in the expenses section of the report.  These expenses are still 

being tracked separately from our normal income and expense records using features of our 

PowerChurch software.  The May Treasurer’s Report shows a deficit for the YTD (year to date) a little 

over ($ 13,000.).  Future Treasurer’s Reports (June & July) will NOT be reporting any surplus amounts 

due to the $ 47,400. SBA Loan, since this amount was deposited into our Operating Income as a 

balance adjustment.  
 


