As the Jordan Flows

A Newsletter for Jordan Family and Friends

November 2020
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
The month of November is typically a time to gather with loved
ones during Thanksgiving. The way in which we celebrate Thanksgiving
this year will be much different for many of us, for a variety of reasons.
None-the-less, Thanksgiving is a special day set aside for us to
remember the bountiful gifts God has bestowed upon us! In the midst of a pandemic and the
challenges and changes we have had to make, it has often been difficult to see our blessings. Our
human nature tends to focus on the things we do not have as opposed to the things we do, our
blessings.
Just before I sat down to write this letter, I received several notes of appreciation for the
cards we sent out to our 251 sibling congregations in our NEPA Synod, as part of God’s Work,
Our Hands outreach ministry project encouraging them and giving thanks for their ministries
during these challenging days of the pandemic.
One note in particular really touched my heart. The member, from a congregation in the
coal region of Hazelton, wrote that they have a membership of twenty-eight people, have had
difficulty getting even a supply pastor, and since the pandemic have worshipped with four people.
The writer shared at length the ministries that they continue to do; handing out Palms on Palm
Sunday, Harvest Home, welcoming a Catholic neighbor, collecting tissues for a local nursing home.
Despite the lack of things most congregations would shudder at, they continue to give thanks and
do God’s work!
We at Jordan are so truly blessed! Life may not be as perfect as we would want. We are
not currently able to worship in the sanctuary (although that is being reevaluated) but we have
been blessed with a large facility to hold indoor worship and we are blessed to have people that
are tech savvy to make virtual worshipping possible! We may not be able to sing (and we know how
much Jordan members love to sing!), but we are blessed with those willing to sing for us and with
bell choir members willing to ring out with joy as we worship God! We continue to serve God in
ways that may be a bit challenging, but we continue to reach out to the community with financial
support to ARM, to those in need of warm blankets, to the 6th Street Shelter with cleaning
supplies, and meals to our families, and food for the food pantry.
Jordan is rich in blessings that we continue to share the love of God with others both within
our community of faith and beyond.
As you celebrate your Thanksgiving this year, whether it is by yourself, with others
virtually or in person, may you bow your head, take a moment to give thanks for the many gifts and
blessings that God has given you!
My you have a blessed Thanksgiving and may God continue to bless you and provide you with
love, peace and good health!
Giving thanks to God for YOU!
Celebrating

God

Connecting
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People

Pastor Dody
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2020 Church Council
Jeff Laudenslager
President……….610-972-8981
Dave Mancke
Vice Pres…..484-866-6620
Treasurer
is an open position

Shirley Schleicher
Secretary……...610-395-4461
Members
Doug Clark
Andrew Grim
Ken Gross
Dan Heckman
Kyle Heston
Karl Kroboth
Kevin Murphy
Donna Stark
Terrie Weidman
Julie Williams

Jordan Lutheran Church
Office Hrs. M-F, 9:00-4:00

CONTACT INFO
5103 Snowdrift Road
Orefield PA 18069
Phone: 610-395-5912
Fax: 610-395-2423
jordanlutheran@ptd.net
pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net
STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Dody S. Siegfried
CELL: 610-442-6362
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Jerel Gade
Administrator: Monica Unangst
Christian Ed.: Jamie Edelman
Organist: Susan Hartney
Bell Choirs Dir.: Susan Hartney
Asst Organist: Janice Kistler
Inc/Exp Coord: Barbara Carinci
Canon Choir: Janice Kistler
Cherub Choir: Marlene Peters
Sexton: Ann Kline

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
November 2020
All worship services at 9:15 a.m. in the Family Center thru November
22, and Live streamed on the website and Facebook.

All Saints Sunday after Pentecost (11/1)
with communion / Sunday School virtual
(Don’t forget to change your clock today!)

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost (11/8)
Sunday School in person

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost (11/15)
with communion / Sunday School virtual

Christ the King (11/22)
Sunday School in person

First Sunday of Advent (11/29)
Sunday School virtual

We are now celebrating communion at our inperson worship services on the first and third
Sundays of each month. For those watching the
live stream at home, you may receive communion
by coming to the Family Center parking lot after
the communion service. Outdoor stations will be
set up and members of the Re-Launch Team and
SAT members will be there to greet you as you
remain safely in your car and drive thru the
stations in order to receive Holy Communion in a
safe, non-touch manner. Pastor and the team
members will be there until around 11:00 a.m.

November

DEADLINES
Newsletter – 15th of the month
prior to publication
Bulletin – 10 a.m. Thursdays
HOSPITAL CODE

256
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Outside Workday
Saturday, 11/7
Meet at the church starting at 9
am. The usual list of leaves and
landscape/tree cleanup plus cleaning
the new sign frame. Please let Kevin
Murphy know if you are available and
have a pressure washer you can bring.

1

SOS
Shout Out for Shut-Ins
is in need of first-class postage stamps,
and thinking of you greeting cards. It’s
more important than ever for us to stay in
touch these days! You may drop off at the
office or mail (stamps).

Breast Cancer Walk
Tracy Heberling collected a total of $630 for this year’s
Breast Cancer Walk…Jordan members donated $460
of that amount. Thank you everyone for your generosity!

Jordan Lutheran Church

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
In our continuing effort to contain costs such as
postage, we are NOT printing or sending out any
periodic Contributions Statements unless
congregation members specifically request their
statement. If you would like to see your progress
toward giving goals before the end of the year, then
please call or talk to any member of the Finance
Committee or call the church office, 610-395-5912,
and request your statement now. We can
accommodate your request by having you pick up
your statement in the church office, by mailing it to
your home, or e-mailing it to your e-mail address on
record with the church (please confirm your most
current e-mail address at the time of your request).
This is a good time of the year to plan your charitable
giving for tax returns before it's too late to make a
difference by the end of 2020.
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Council Highlights – October 15, 2020
September 10, 2020 minutes approved.
Correspondence: None
Christ is present: Members shared God’s presence in their life, joys in their life.
Pastor’s Report: (written): First Communion held 9/20/2020 with five students receiving.
Dir Chris Ed: (written): Rally Day Movie Night – 14 attendees from 5 families.
Sunday School Teachers/aides are needed. virtually 1st/3rd Sunday; in person 2nd/4th Sunday.
Working on some form of Christmas Program Dec 20th.
Technology: Camera for live streaming installed in sanctuary. Continue to monitor live
streaming service and working on glitches. Can contact Julie Williams, Kyle Heston,
Tom Daniels with any concerns.
Property: Sidewalks and curbing in front of building repaired. Outside Clean Up Day
Scheduled for Nov. 7th 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Outreach – Planning Allentown Rescue Mission Dinner Campaign Drive.
Relaunch – meeting Oct 27th with Worship & Music and Safety Awareness Team – assessing
feasibility Sanctuary usage for Advent.
Stewardship – kicked off Book study/discussion on “Rich Church, Poor Church.” See Julie
Williams if want to join. Not too late!
Finance: Balance for September 2020 was a surplus of $18,887.00 (due to Hellyer
Trust of $10,613 and one contribution of $15,000) and YTD deficit
($7,282.00). These figures do not reflect the PPL Loan. Individual Quarterly
financial contribution statements available upon request. 2021 Budget Draft
presented and reviewed.
Looking for three additional members and one youth needed to serve on council in 2021.
Contact Jeff L or Pastor with names of potential nominees.
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next regular council meeting will be Thursday, November 12,2020 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. All council
meetings are an open meeting and members are invited to attend. If planning on attending, please let
Pastor know and the zoom link/phone number will be sent.

Jordan Lutheran Church
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WE NEED YOU!!
Thanks to all the volunteers who have come back to help collate bulletins in the office on Fridays . And of course we are
always so thankful to all our volunteers, some of whom are here weekly, some once a month -- all without fail! We currently
have just two people who can print the bulletins and newsletter using the Risograph. We are extremely grateful for the many
years they have been such reliable volunteers; it’s a time-consuming job and they do it so well! If you would be interested
in committing to a few hours on a Friday for the bulletin, or once a month for the newsletter, we would be thrilled to have
your help. On-the-job training provided! Contact the office if you can help & I’ll answer any questions.

Rich Boyer send his THANKS for all the well
wishes he has received from Jordan
members!

Why You Should Serve Church Council
These students have completed
their confirmation studies and
have affirmed their baptismal
vows on October 25th:
Madelyn Grim
Emma Kozy
These young people have
fulfilled the requirements for
worship and class participation,
service to the church and
community and attendance at
retreats and special events.
Their parents and Jordan family
warmly congratulate them!

Jordan Lutheran Church

1) In your baptism by the Holy Spirit, you have been empowered
with gifts to serve the Lord. 2) You have a genuine love for Jesus
Christ and his church and are concerned about God’s will.
3) You have time to commit to the leadership of this
congregation to carry out God’s mission. 4) No experience
needed, just an honest and pure desire to serve the Lord and
work with others.
If you or someone you know may be interested in serving on
Church Council, please contact Jeff Laudenslager at 610-9728981 or jdl25@aol.com or Dave Mancke at 484-866-6620 or
Mancke@rcn.com or Pr. Dody at prdody@gmail.com or 610442-6362 to have your name placed on the list of nominees.

Page 5

NOVEMBER Anniversaries
NOVEMBER Birthdays
1: Bert Bentson, Jr., Jamie Edelman, Greg Mikols
3: Blake Strobl
4: Megan Belnoski, Allen Marsteller
5: Dorla Hullinger, Andrew Murphy, Brooke Shimer
6: Melinda Lichtenwalner, Jessica Merrill, Morgan
Shimer, Susan Tough
8: Ella Filipovits, Lori Fiorvanti, Howard Schneider,
Brenda Shimer, Jeffrey Steiner, Jameson Williams
9: Callie Boscia
10: Patricia Geiger, Kylie Hlay, Melissa Leonzi, Fred
Weidman, Kendall Wikert
11: Joyce Oertner
15: Jordan Kerschner, Sharon Naugle, Donna Stark,
Darlene Wenhold
16: Suzanne Horn
18: Cynthia Gingras
19: Michael Albright, Judith Young
22: Nikki Brezack, Alexander Rakos
23: Penelope Fay
24: Nancy Marsteller
25: Roland Harrier III, Judy Huff, Heather Parker,
Cedella Schenck
27: Brian Lichtenwalner, Lori Nagy
28: David Silvonek, Howard Stettler
29: Angela Heston, Eileen Levchik, Ida Reinert,
Melissa Richebacher
30: Thomas Bartos, Hope Strobl

Nov. 23, 1958: Jean & Merle Cydis
Nov. 7, 1959: Clarence & Sandy Hoffman
Nov. 23, 1968: Sharon & Terry Naugle
Nov. 10, 1973: Linda & Marvin Mantz
Nov. 9, 1974: Althea & Gene Hahn
Nov. 3, 1979: Radelle & Gregory Psarsky
Nov. 25, 1989: Jeffrey & Valerie Berdahl
Nov. 3, 1990: Elizabeth & Brian Schofield
Nov. 9, 1991: Carolyn & Greg Mikols
Nov. 30, 1991: Brian & Melinda Lichtenwalner
Nov. 20, 1993: Richard & Shirley Seltzer
Nov. 5, 1994: Candy & Keith Young
Nov. 23, 1996: Douglas & Melissa Leonzi
Nov. 21, 2009: Lyndsey & Brendan McGrevy
Nov. 25, 2010: Stephen & Joy Laudenslager

MAKE A CALL ~ PAY A VISIT
SEND A CARD ~ SAY A PRAYER
Fellowship Manor: Florence Roth
Mosser: Arlene Miller
Whitehall Manor: LaRue Wuchter
Manor Care: Mary Ann Rau
Lehigh Commons: Barbara Diehl
Village of Palmerton: Ferne Rock
Home: Margaret Smith, Olive Wood, Pastor & Loretta
Hein

Jordan Lutheran Church
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1
9:15 WORSHIP
w/communion
in the Family Center

2
6:30-Jordaniers
Bowlers

7:00-Boy Scouts

10:15-11:00 Drive
thru communion

3
6:00Stewardship
Book Study

4
9:30am-Staff
Meeting (virtual)

(virtual)

5:30-Jr. Gyros
6:15-Friendship
Ringers

10

11

12

5:30-Jr. Gyros
6:15-Friendship
Ringers

7:00-Church
Council (virtual)

18

19

5:30-Jr. Gyros
6:15-Friendship
Ringers

2:30-Chris. Ed.

25

26

10:15 Virtual Sunday
School

5

6

6:00-Exec.
Com. mtg.
(virtual)

7
9 am-Outdoor
Workday

6:30-New Beginnings

8
9:15 WORSHIP
in the Family Center

9
6:30-Jordaniers
Bowlers

7:00-Boy Scouts
10:15 In person
Sunday School

13

14
9 am-Boy Scout
Food Drive,
Social Hall

6:30-New Beginnings

15
9:15 WORSHIP
w/communion
in the Family Center

10:15-11:00 Drive
thru communion
10:15 Virtual Sunday
School

16

17

10:00Stewardship
(virtual)
6:30-Jordaniers
Bowlers

20

21

27

28

(virtual)

7:00-Boy Scouts

6:30-New Beginnings

22
9:15 WORSHIP
in the Family Center

23

24

6:30-Jordaniers
Bowlers

7:00-Boy Scouts
10:15 In person
Sunday School
6:30-New Beginnings

29
9:15 WORSHIP

30

10:15 Virtual Sunday
School

7:00-Boy Scouts

6:30-Jordaniers
Bowlers

6:30-New Beginnings

Jordan Lutheran Church
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Christian Education & Youth News
Jamie Edelman ~ JordanDCE@ptd.net ~ 610-395-5912
https://www.jordanlutheran.org/faith-formation.html

November Sunday School
Schedule
November 1 – Virtual Sunday School
November 8 – In-Person Sunday School
November 15 – Virtual Sunday School
November 22 – In-Person Sunday School
November 29 – Virtual Sunday School

November Confirmation Schedule
Sunday, November 1 – In-Person Mini-Retreat
(see details below)
Sunday, November 8 – In-Person Class
Sunday, November 22 – In-Person Class

Confirmation Mini-Retreat Details
Confirmation mini-retreats will be held throughout the year, roughly once a month. The mini-retreats are
designed to be concentrated educational segments covering the different aspects of Luther’s Small
Catechism. The concentrated times provide a more cohesive learning experience about these topics. Bimonthly, in-person classes on designated Sundays continue to cover key New & Old Testament lessons.
Sunday, November 1st will be the next mini-retreat for students. Students will meet Mrs. Peters following
worship in classroom 8 on the first floor from 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Students should bring their Bibles
and a bag lunch. CDC guidelines, including social distancing and masks, will be followed.

Fall Outdoor Youth & Family Night!

Use the link below to sign up for this event. Youth may submit their movie suggestion to Miss Jamie for
consideration when signing up for this event (using the same link).
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D49A4AD29A31-fall

Volume 28, Issue 11
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SYNOD NEWS
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA

Blessed to be a Blessing

The Church Board (council/consistory) of Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny recently challenged its
members to raise $5,000 to help three local service agencies in these dif®cult times. The congregation
has been blessed to be ®nancially stable during the pandemic and the Board pledged to match any
donations received from various church accounts.
Despite having only virtual on-line worship, thanks to the generous stewardship of its members over a
three-month period the goal was exceeded and $5,755 was received, which the Board matched for a
total of $11,510. The Salvation Army received $4,642; Helping Harvest of Berks County received
$4,146; and Second Harvest of Lehigh County received $2,722.
Zion’s Union Church was organized in 1826. In 1987, under the guidance of UCC pastor Willis Heckler,
Zion’s helped forge a new concept known as “shared ministry,” in which Lutheran and UCC worship
services were merged and one pastor served both congregations. Things went so well that in 2013,
under the leadership of Lutheran pastors Jimmy Lee Werley and Herb Michel, the congregation took the
further step of legally merging both congregations to become one of the very ®rst “federated”
congregations.
As a federated congregation, members take pride in being both Lutheran and UCC at one and the same
time as the congregation is af®liated with both the ELCA and the United Church of Christ and supports
both national churches 50/50 with their benevolence dollars. Zion’s is currently served by Lutheran
pastor Jeffrey Butz.

Thank You for Your Support!
Congregations of the Northeastern PA Synod have been faithful and
generous in their mission support offerings throughout the months of
COVID-19 restrictions. This strong support of synod-wide and church-wide
ministries has sustained and invigorated mission endeavors in partnership
with congregations across the ELCA.
Such a bold response in challenging times gives us con®dence that the Triune
God into whom we are baptized hears our relentless petition: Give us this day
our daily bread.
Thanks be to God! And, thank you. Thank you for your regular mission
support offerings. Thank you for your witness to new life in the Risen Jesus to
neighbors near and far.
Bishop Samuel Zeiser

Learning Ministries Day 2021
Save the Date - January 23
On Saturday, January 23 Learning Ministries Day will be held via Zoom for the
®rst time ever. We will offer three one-hour workshop sessions with over 15
workshop options total. Our keynote speaker will be Barbara Rossing,
professor of New Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago,
where she has taught since 1994. She will be speaking on “Journeys through
Revelation: Apocalyptic Hope for Today."
A $25 fee will be charged for each participant which will include the keynote,
three workshops of their choice, and a goodie bag mailed directly to their
home. Satellite churches will be established for people without computer
access to participate in a safe and socially distanced manner. Workshop
descriptions will be available in November and registration will be open from
December 1, 2020 to January 15, 2021 (Check the synod website at
nepasynod.org).
Keep an eye out for additional learning opportunities provided by the Faith Formation Ministry Team
starting in March 2021. Faith Formation Saturdays will be initiated as a monthly opportunity for any and
all to gather and learn from the comfort of your own home.

Synod News is published monthly by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA
2354 Grove Road, Allentown PA 18109; 610-266-5101. nepsinfo1988@gmail.com.
View the full color edition online at http://nepasynod.org.

