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Christmas Eve Service                                           December 24, 2020 
Welcome to our Christmas Eve worship! In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah 
declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul 
reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ 
birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, 
we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world! 

 
Bell  

Announcement & Worship Matters  

Prelude: On Christmas Night                                                  -arr. Sharon Elery Rogers 
 -Friendship Ringers 
 
Call to Worship 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
on them light has shines. 
Come, let us worship the God 
Whose light brings hope to a weary world. 
 
Gathering Carol:  O Come All Ye Faithful  p. 11 
 
Christmas Proclamation  
Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth 
and then formed man and woman in his own image; 
long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the 
covenant; 

twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; 
thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam 
danced in freedom; 

eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 
in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the 
prophets; 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; 

the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
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while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his 
mother— 
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 
Come, Let us worship the Lord!  
Glory to the newborn King! 
Amen.   
 
Carol of Praise: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  p. 12  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the 
birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice 
justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the 
people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
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 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the 
hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news 
of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
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1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
       15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Junior Gyros:  Still, Still, Still                         -Austrian carol, arr. by Anne Krentz Organ 
 
Sermon 
 
Carol of the Day: O Little Town of Bethlehem   p. 13 
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Nicene Creed 
In the words of the Creed, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered  death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
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A brief silence. 

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world 
proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your 
faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those 
who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, 
and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for 
all the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush 
the noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek 
lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to 
those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console 
those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant 
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope 
or options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all 
the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this 
night in joyful praise around your eternal throne. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Our Offering 
God of abundance,  
We bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very 
lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming 
of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
Offering Carol:  Away in a Manger  p. 14 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy (spoken) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
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heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray as our Lord taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
Invitation to Communion 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let every heart receive your Savior. 
 
Post Communion Carol: The First Noel                                   -arr. Kevin McChesney 
 -The Friendship Ringers     
 
The Candlelighting  
[The pastor lights a large candle from The Christ Candle, which symbolizes Christ, the 
Light of the World.  For those at home, at this time you may light your candle. If 
passing the light to family members, the lighted candle is never tilted, but is always 
held upright when giving light to another.) 

After all candles have been lit: 
Candlelighting Hymn:  Silent Night  p. 15    
 
Reading of Christmas Gospel: John 1:1-14 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
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light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
Amen. 
 
Solo:  The Virgin’s Slumber Song                                                        -Max Reger 
  -Jan Kistler 
 
Benediction  
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this 

day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Carol:  Joy to the World   p. 16 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                    -John Hebden Schaffner 
 

 
 

 

 Drive-thru Communion 
December 24th, from 6:00 – 7:00  
in the Family Center Parking Lot 

 
 

 



11 

 

 

 



12 

 

 
 

 



13 

 

 
 

 

 



14 

 

 
 

 

 



15 

 

 
 

 

 

 



16 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

Serving Our Congregation Tonight 

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Dody S. Siegfried 
Organist:    Sue Hartney 
Cantors:  Jan Kistler, Glenn Wagner, Jamie Edelman, Larry Hahn, Christiane Heilman 
Friendship Ringers:  Ingrid Martz, Amber Kerschner, Ila Dietrich, Kathy Leonard, Chris Heilman, Marlene Peters, 
Robin Jensen 
Junior Gyros:  Mia Kerschner, Jordan Kerschner, Grace Martz-Shelton, Nora Heckman 
Reader:   Jim Siegfried 
Altar Guild:  Lynn Daniels 
Communion Assistants:   (drive-thru) Ingrid Martz, Gracie Martz-Shelton, Carol & Barry Nagle, Jim Siegfried, Kay 
& Dave Mancke 
Video: Tom Daniels 

 
 

Church Office Holiday Schedule: The office will be open till noon on Monday, 
December 21st, Tuesday, December 22nd, and Wednesday, December 23rd; also on  
December 29th, 30th and 31st.  The office will be closed, Thursday, December 24th, 
Friday, December 25th and Monday, December 28th.   

 
2020 Year-end Contributions: need to be submitted to the church office no later 
than Dec. 31, 2020 in order to receive a credit for the 2020 fiscal year. Any offering 
received after Dec. 31, 2020, will be considered as 2021 income. You may wish to 
drop off your offering IN PERSON if you want to be sure it gets attributed to 2020, 
as the mail is running quite slow right now. (see office hours above) 
 
The Second Congregational Meeting: will be on Sunday, March 7th, 2021. All 
committees are asked to submit their yearly reports in a timely manner, by Feb. 21, 
2021. Reports will be distributed a week prior to the meeting [Feb. 28th] for your 
review. 
 

The Christian sympathy of the congregation is extended to 
Donald Ross and family on the death of his daughter, Laurie 
Sue Ross, 57, on December 17th. A private service was held. 
Please remember Laurie and her loved ones in your prayers. 

 

A special thank you to the Martz-Shelton families for providing 
the beautiful luminaries that will light your way as you receive 
Holy Communion on this most Holy Night! 
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2020 Christmas Tributes 
 

Wreaths 
In Memory of:      Given by: 
John D. Kuhns      Jennifer Emanuello 
Diane Stettler      Bruce 
Richard & Ned Mikylychak, Michael & Grace Mikylychak, 
Richard & Eleanore Reimert, Buddy & Vera Marshall, 
David W. Diehl, Joseph E. & Stella Martin, William J. Martin, 
Meredith M. Martin, Georgia & Norman Shafer, 
Bob Mack, René Dewit, Rev. Wayne E. Killian  Their families  

 
 

Poinsettias 
In Memory of:      Given by: 
Anna-Mari N. Martz     Ingrid & Matt 
Herman Herb      Louise & Bruce Stettler 
LeRoy & Dorothy Stettler     Bruce & Louise Stettler 
Mark & Margaret Schneck    Bruce Stettler & family 
Nat & Nancy Hager     Sally & Ken Gross 
Aunt Anna      Gracie & Sawyer 
Tom & Anne Daniels     The Daniels Family 
William & Mary J. Lutterschmidt    The Daniels Family 
Departed Loved Ones     The Daniels Family 
John D. Kuhns (2)     Carol J. Kuhns 
Anna-Mari Martz     Ulla Martz 
Mark Martz      Ulla Martz 
Carl & Theodora Spogen     Barry & Carol Nagle 
John Duddek      The Martz & Shelton Family 
John D. Kuhns      Jennifer Emanuello 
 
 
In Honor of:      Given by: 
Olga Herb      Louise & Bruce Stettler 
Little Charlotte Halloran’s 1st birthday (Dec. 25th)   Pop Pop & MuMu Daniels  
Those who continue to devote their lives to help others 
through this COVID-19 crisis    The Daniels Family 
Carol J. Kuhns      Jennifer Emanuello 

 
Hunger Fund 

In Memory of:      Given by: 
William & Stella Strobl     Gary Strobl Family 
Robert Lightcap, Jr.     Skip Brommer 
Loved Ones      Keith & Judy Young 
Holly Laudenslager     Grandparents, Donald & Jane Laudenslager 
Willis E. Kuhns      Wife, Carol, & Children 
Joe Sr. & Irene Flemish     Joe Jr. & Carolyn Flemish  
Mark Martz      Ulla Martz 
Carl & Theodora Spogen     Barry & Carol Nagle 
 
In Honor of:      Given by: 
Our 6 grandchildren: Aiden, Lucas, Jameson, 
Adrianna, Joseph, Teodoro    Christiane & Robert Heilman 



19 

 

Memorial Fund 
In Memory of:      Given by: 
Edward Ott      Gary Strobl Family 
Joe Sr. & Irene Flemish     Joe Jr. & Carolyn Flemish  
Carl & Theodora Spogen     Barry & Carol Nagle 
 

 

Pantry Fund 
In Memory of:      Given by: 
George, Sarah, Denny & Francis Bowman   Gary Strobl Family 
Parents, Brother & Sister     Dan & Donna Stark 
Our parents: Rev Dr. Hagen & Gertrude Staack, 
Robert & Charlotte Heilman    Christiane & Robert Heilman 
Anna-Mari Martz     Ulla Martz 
Carl & Theodora Spogen     Barry & Carol Nagle 
Anna-Mari Martz     Ingrid, Matt, Gracie & Sawyer 
 
In Honor of:      Given by: 
Carol J. Kuhns      Jennifer Emanuello 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


