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Lutheran Church

December 14, 2025
3rd Sunday of Advent
8:00AM Worship 10:30AM Worship/Communion
“My soul
proclaims
the greatness
of the Lord,
'H my Spirit rejoices
= in God
Sam 11 my Savior!”
=

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and
blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with
patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word
and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We
pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us.



BELL;
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

arr.Carolyn Krysl-Hutchinson
Susan Hartney, Alto Flute

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding

minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.




GATHERING SONG

People, Look East
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Arr. © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-701079



All who are able are invited to stand

ADVENT WREATH ~ Third Candle

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,

strengthen our hearts

as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may serve our neighbors in need.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

Lighting of the Candles: 8:00am Lilli Shafer with Marlene Peters

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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HYMN of PRAISE
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Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we wor -

ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
WORD

All may be seated
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to
Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will
be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save.

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
8then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.



8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
9No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
0 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10
(read responsively — congregation reads bold)

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8)

5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the ! Lord their God;

5who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promises forever;

"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The Lord sets the | captive free.

8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are
bowed down;
the Lord | loves the righteous.

9The Lord cares | for the stranger;

the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
The Lord shall | reign forever,

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: James 5:7-10

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather
than discontent.

" Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the

doors! 9 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

;I'he Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

All who are able are invited to stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God'’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-
12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’
response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and
restoration.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: °the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ¢ And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

" As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then,
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft
robes are in royal palaces. ® What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. '° This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
" “Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John
the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All may be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
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Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net #A-701079
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NICENE CREED

In the words of the Creed, let us confess our faith:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

L: God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and
liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all
may place their hope in you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

P: When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is
barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and
creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

L: When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn
their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of
compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

P: When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray
especially for Michael, Lisa, Phil, Helen, Miriam, Alice, Tammy, Patrick, Molly,
Jesse, Jim, Scott, Sharon, Suzanne, Bob, Lynn, Barbara, Mike, Rob, Bill, Anita,
Margie, Talia and for all we hold in our hearts or name out loud. In uncertain times,
remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

L: We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week. May they continue to grow in
faith as they grow in years, especially Jace, Grace, Louise, Jonathan, Mark, Arlene
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

P: We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week, especially Karen & Glenn,
Susan & Donn, Carol & Michael, Andrew & Emily. May they be bound together by
your love, now and forever.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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L: God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists,
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. We pray especially for Faith,
Whitehall, and their pastor, June Wan. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

P: When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release.
Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty,
and welcoming the God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

L: As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died
in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

PEACE

Peace- Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

PRAYER
All may be seated
OFFERING: 8:00: Comfort, Comfort, Now My People Johann Pachelbel
10:30: Again We Find Our Way Thomas Keesecker (Jordan Chorale)

All who are able are invited to stand
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OFFERTORY

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world

signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.

8:00am Service continues on p.19 with Lord’s Prayer
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

All may be seated
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

n }
¥ !
e ——— —
J

Ho - 1y, ho - lyy, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
9]
)"
Wc—'—! S R o e
J

heav. - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
9] \
)" A y
Zh’, ‘ ‘ L o o 2
J £

Ho - san - na in the  high - est
0
(> . o—¥ o
o - T o e o 7
J N4

Bless - ed is he who comes in the name  of the Lord.
9
:@#p d e ° '—'—o_,_. o =
> ’

Ho - san - na in the  high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (8:00am Service continues here)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

(8:00am Service continues on p.24 with Sending)

Invitation to Communion

Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

Please be seated.
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COMMUNION
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When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION HYMNS

He Comes to Us as One Unknown
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dark-ness sown, a  pulse of be - ing stirred, a pulse of be-ing stirred.
cross the sky of nightwith-in the heart, of night with-in the heart.
tops of trees, a voice to call us home, a voice to call us home.
sav - ing name, for ev-'ry child of earth, for ev-’ry child of earth.
not un-known, our Sav-ior and our Lord, our Sav -ior and our Lord.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted with permission under OnelLicense.net #A-701079



Lost in the Night
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1 Lost in  the night do the peo - ple yet lan - guish,
2 Must we be vain - ly a - wait - ing the mor - row?
3 Sor - row - ing wan - d’rers, in dark - ness yet dwell - ing,
4 Light o’er the land of the need - y is beam - ing;
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long - ing for morn - ing the dark - ness to van - quish,
Shall those who have light no light let us bor - row,

dawned has the day of a ra - diance ex - cel - ling,
riv. - ers of life through its des - erts are stream - ing,
. )
Yo . ——— M
/b5 1 e —— | | | 1 |
Z VD ' Ie— I I I ]

[r——
L4 F°

e
YT
ad
"
"
"
elnl

plain - tive - ly sigh - ing with hearts full of an - guish.
giv - ing no heed to our bur - den of sor - row?
death’s deep - est shad - ows for - ev - er dis - pel - ling.
bring - ing all peo - ples a Sav - ior re - deem - ing.
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Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?
Will you help wus soon? Will you help us soon?
Christ is com - ing soon! Christ is com - ing soon!
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!
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Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 1859-1943, alt.
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted with permission under OnelLicense.net #A-701079



All who are able, please stand

After all have returned to their places

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
Strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

CANTICLE

Now, Lord
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace:

your word has
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been ful - filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va
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which you have pre-pared in the sight of ev -
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ry peo - ple:
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a light to re-veal you to the na-tions and the glo-ry
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peo-ple Is - ra - el Glo -1y to the Fa-ther, and to the Son,
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and to the Ho-ly Spir-it as it was in the be - gin-ning,

7
is now, and will be for -ev - er A -

Music: Plamsong. adapt. Liaheran Book of Worship
Music © 1978 Ligleran Book of Worslup, admin. Augshere Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission oc valid license from copyr ghl admenistrator,
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
(8:00am Service continues here)
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.
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O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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Lord, how shall I

1 lay in
Love caused your in - car - na - tion; love
Re - joice, then, you sad - heart - ed, who
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meet you, how wel - come you a - right?
fet - ters, groan - ing; you came to set me free.

brought you down to  me.

sit in deep-est

gloom,
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Your peo - ple long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s de - light!
I stood, my shame be - moan - ing; you came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion pro - cured my lib - er - ty.
who mourn your joys de - part - ed and trem-ble at your doom.
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Oh, kin - dle, Lord most ho -
A glo - rious crown you give me, a

ool
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ly, your lamp with-in my
trea - sure safe on  high
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breast

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. composite

Music: WIE SOLL ICH DICH EMPFANGEN, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, that led you to em - brace
All  hail the Lord’s ap - pear - ing! O  glo-rious Sun,now come,
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to do in spir-it low - ly all that may please you best.
that will not fail or leave me as earth-ly rich - es fly.
in love, all love ex - cel - ling, our lost and fall - en race.
send forth your beams so cheer - ing and guide us safe - ly home.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake,
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Once He Came in Blessing

Johann Sebastian Bach
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The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table. If you are a baptized Christian of any
church, believe in the Lord’s presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament
before, you are welcome to receive with us. If you are not able to receive, please come forward
for a pastoral blessing. To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers. Distribution
method is noted in the order for worship.

ALTAR DISTRIBUTION: As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar
rail. If you choose not to consume wine, grape juice is available. Come to the altar rail without a
glass and a communion assistant will offer you the grape juice in a pre-filled glass.

Gluten-free wafers are available — please indicate your need to the communion assistant.

Visitors are asked to fill out the address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we
may forward the card there. Take a moment also before leaving to sign our guest book, located
in the entrance area.

If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing
so during the reading of scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other
worshipers.

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or
place on vibrate before the start of the service.

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan. Please see an usher to
arrange to use a receiver.

A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the
church offices (in the new section). Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the
narthex. Please ask ushers for help.

Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the French
doors; restrooms located in the foyer on the right.

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming
refreshments during the fellowship hours.

For Parents of young children: We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many
young children. Worshiping with young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us. We
enjoy the sounds of children in our worship. However, if you sense the need for a “calming
break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery Rm 3 (located through the
doors on the left side of the altar) or Rm 2 where you can continue to hear and be involved in the
worship.
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HOW TO CONTACT US:

Mail: 5103 Snowdrift Road
Orefield PA 18069
Phone: 610-395-5912
Fax: 610-395-2423
Office:_jordanlutheran@ptd.net
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net
(Emergency: 610-442-6362)
Cemetery: brulou9@gmail.com
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net
Sexton: jordansexton@ptd.net
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org
Church Hospital ID #256
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required)
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sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the
pastor following the service or call the church office (610-395-5912).

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office

before 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays.
Deadline for the Monthly Newsletter is the 15" of the prior month
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