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Our Mission
CELEBRATING
GOD
CONNECTING
PEOPLE

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the
day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have:
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the
promises of God.
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GATHERING/ 8:00 a.m. Service
[congregation reads bold]

Bell
Announcements
Prelude: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

-Johann Gottfried Walther

All who are able are invited to stand

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the
one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us
with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and
the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn:

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding p. 28
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Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements of
planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far
gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light,
empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie

3

Glory to God

4

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
All may be seated

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2
In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm:

Psalm 122 (read responsively – congregation reads bold)
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1)
1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”

Second Reading:

Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
All who are able are invited to stand
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The Gospel Verse

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Holy Gospel:

Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and
wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All may be seated

Children’s Sermon
Sermon
Time of Silent Reflection

(remain seated)
All who are able are invited to stand
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Hymn of the Day:

Come Now, O God p. 29

Nicene Creed
In the words of the Creed, let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.
A brief silence.
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in
your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land
of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in
transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry
leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who
now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing
your care especially Reed, Clint, Ron, Lois, Clark, Helen, Susan, Gladys, Rachelle, Kim, Tammy,
Vanessa, Michael, Neil, Larry, Dean, Sue, Dave, Joe, Carolyn, Jean, Lester, Bob, John, Jane, Bishop
Christopher deForest. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

9

For those celebrating birthdays this week. May they continue to grow in faith as they grow in
years, Brian, Lori, David, Angela, Ida, Melissa, Fred, Thomas, Hope, Stacy, Donald, Patrick, David,
Rumpun. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For those celebrating anniversaries this week. May they be bound together by your love, now
and forever, Brian & Melinda, David & Carol, Durward & Sandie, Ira & Ann. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light shine
brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. We pray
especially for Morganland, Lowhill Twp. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

The Peace – Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offertory : (8:00) Each Winter As the Year Grows Older

-Annabeth Guy, setting by David Lasky

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
After the offering is gathered, all who are able are invited to stand.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of
your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our
Savior. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn:

The King Shall Come p. 33

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude:

He Came Down

-Cameroon traditional tune, setting by David Lasky
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GATHERING/10:30 a.m. Service w/communion
[congregation reads bold]

Bell
Announcements
Prelude: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

-Johann Gottfried Walther

All who are able are invited to stand

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the
one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us
with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and
the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn:

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding p. 28
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Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements of
planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far
gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light,
empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie

15

This is the Feast
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Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
All may be seated

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2
In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm:

Psalm 122 (read responsively – congregation reads bold)
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1)
1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”

Second Reading:

Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
All who are able are invited to stand
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The Gospel Verse

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Holy Gospel:

Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and
wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All may be seated

Children’s Sermon
Sermon
Time of Silent Reflection

(remain seated)
All who are able are invited to stand
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Hymn of the Day:

Come Now, O God p. 29

Nicene Creed
In the words of the Creed, let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.
A brief silence.
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in
your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land
of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in
transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry
leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who
now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing
your care especially Reed, Clint, Ron, Lois, Clark, Helen, Susan, Gladys, Rachelle, Kim, Tammy,
Vanessa, Michael, Neil, Larry, Dean, Sue, Dave, Joe, Carolyn, Jean, Lester, Bob, John, Jane, Bishop
Christopher deForest. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For those celebrating birthdays this week. May they continue to grow in faith as they grow in
years, Brian, Lori, David, Angela, Ida, Melissa, Fred, Thomas, Hope, Stacy, Donald, Patrick, David,
Rumpun. God, in your mercy,
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hear our prayer.
For those celebrating anniversaries this week. May they be bound together by your love, now
and forever, Brian & Melinda, David & Carol, Durward & Sandie, Ira & Ann. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light shine
brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. We pray
especially for Morganland, Lowhill Twp. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

The Peace – Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
All may be seated

Offertory : (10:30) Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

-Swedish folk tune, setting by Theodore Beck

Congregation is invited to sing verses 1, 2, & 4 see p. 30

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
After the offering is gathered, all who are able are invited to stand.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of
your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our
Savior. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your
people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s
openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.
All may be seated

Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for
you.” “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” And each person may respond, “Amen.”

Lamb of God

The Distribution

(Altar Rail Distribution)
Communion Hymns: O Day of Peace p. 31
Rise, O Sun of Righteousness p. 32
After all have returned to their places
All who are able are invited to stand

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep and
unite us, now and forever.
Amen.
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Song after Communion

Prayer after Communion
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the
body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to
birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn:

The King Shall Come p. 33

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.

Postlude:

He Came Down

Thanks be to God.
-Cameroon traditional tune, setting by David Lasky
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Say a PrayerSend a Card Pay a Visit

T H I S W E E K (Nov. 27 – Dec. 3)

Fellowship Community: Florence Roth, Lillian Semmel,
Donald & Jane Laudenslager
Bristol House: Janet Stettler Sacred Heart: Dale Gogel
Lehigh Ctr: Barbara Diehl The Palmerton: Ferne Rock
Parkland Manor: Paulette Bassler, Shirley Wertman,
Sonny Laudenslager
Heather Glen: Herb & Anna Bieber
Home: Margaret Smith, Olive Wood, Loretta Hein

TODAY (27)
-9:15am, Sunday School
-9:30am, Chorale
-6:30pm, AA Meeting, Social Hall
MON (28)
-6:30pm, Jordaniers Bowlers
-7:00pm, Boy Scouts
-8:00pm, Allentown Band, Family Ctr.

Please keep these people in your prayers: Reed Klotz,
Clint Trumbauer, Ron Andersch, Lois Heisler, Clark
Snyder, Helen Shollenberger, Susan Mancino, Gladys
Harkins, Rachelle Shollenberger, Kim Demarest, Tammy
Harding, Vanessa Mace, Michael Ross, Neil Snyder,
Larry Bear, Dean Shollenberger, Susan Hartney, Dave
Evans, Joe Flemish, Carolyn Flemish, Jean Gross, Lester
Knipe, Bob Heilman, John Weremedic, Jane
Laudenslager, Bishop Christopher deForest

TUES (29)
-5:00pm, Daisy Troop, Social Hall
-5:30pm, Basketball, Family Ctr.
-7:30pm-Volleyball, Family Ctr.
WED (30)
-9:00am, Prayer Shawl
-5:30pm, Jr. Gyros
-6:00pm, Cherub Choir
-6:15pm, Friendship Ringers
-6:30pm, Canon Choir
-7:00pm, Badminton, Family Ctr.

Birthdays this week: Brian Lichtenwalner, Lori Nagy,
David Silvonek, Angel Heston, Ida Reinert, Melissa
Richebacher, Fred Safadi, Thomas Bartos, Hope Strobl,
Stacy Grim, Donald Laudenslager, Patrick Dennis, C.
David Godshall, Rumpun Heller

THU (1)
-8am-5pm, Rising Roots Homeschool, Fam. Ctr.
-7:00pm, PA Dutch Class, Social Hall
-7:00pm, Volleyball, Family Ctr.

Anniversaries this week: Brian & Melinda
Lichtenwalner (31), David & Carol Ludwig (60), Durward
& Sandie Hamil (39), Ira & Ann Van Scyoc (56)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRI (2)
-7:00pm, Volleyball, Family Ctr.
-7:30pm, AA meeting, Social Hall
-9:30pm, Volleyball, Family Ctr.

If you’ve submitted a name for the prayers, please let us know
when that person is well enough to be removed.

Attendance
Sunday, 11/20/22
8:00- 40 10:30-73

LOST & FOUND
Please stop by the Memory Room this morning to
check out the lost items to see if perhaps something
you’ve been missing has been found!

Sponsors
Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of
Wayne Cardoni, by his wife, Gayle (T2)

Found in the Literature Racks This Week
Last week’s bulletin
This month’s newsletter
Basket Social Guidelines
Endowment Request Forms
Last Month’s Treasurer’s Report
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Worship Assistants
DATE

Altar Guild
Lector
Acolyte
Ushers
Bell Toller
SAT

Video

11/27
8:00-M Wagaman
10:30-C Nagle
8:00-S Schleicher
10:30-J Siegfried
8:00-G Schuler
10:30-L Epting
8:00- C & D Rabenold
10:30-L & B Hendricks
8:00-B Lutterschmidt
10:30-S Hamil
8:00-D Wagaman,
M Peters
10:30-K Boardman, J
Siegfried
10:30-K Gross

12/4
8:0010:308:00- C Dorney
10:308:0010:308:00-Weidman fam
10:30-D Heckman,
J Steiner
8:00-B Lutterschmidt,
10:30- B Stettler
8:0010:30-

10:30-T Daniels

12/11

12/18

9:15-

9:15-

9:15- L Stettler
9:15 -

9:15- SS Christmas
Program
9:15 -

9:15-

9:15-

9:15-B Stettler

9:15-S Hamil

9:15-

9:15-

9:15-K Gross

9:15-T Daniels

Help is needed in all areas of worship on Sunday mornings, now that we are back to two services!
If you would like to assist at worship in any of these capacities, please contact the person listed:
Altar Guild/Lynn Daniels ljd2137@aol.com // Lectors/Julie Boscia Julie.boscia@gmail.com // Acolytes/Stephany
Heckman sgarbeglio@yahoo.com // Ushers /John Weremedic miner70@ptd.net // Bell Toller/Sandie Hamil
hamilsre@gmail.com // SAT/Karen Boardman/kjb59@ptd.net // Video/Julie Williams jbwill02@gmail.com

SPONSORSHIPS
2022 Altar Flowers: Dec. 4, 18, 25
2023 Altar Flowers: Jan. 1, 15, 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26; Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 9, 16, 30
Altar flowers may be sponsored for $40/2 vase, or *$20/1 vase*; Bulletins for $20.
HOW TO RESERVE YOUR SPONSORSHIPS: Contact Donna Hahn at 610-395-0613 or dhahn16@gmail.com with your
choice of dates(s) and sponsorships(s). Please indicate when reserving your date whether you wish to pick up the
flowers after the last service or want them taken to shut-ins. If no preference is given, flowers will be taken to shut-ins.
Checks may be made payable to JELC and either mailed or dropped in the offering plate.
SPONSORSHIP POLICY: Flowers and other sponsorships may be reserved no earlier than one year from the chosen date. If
you wish to reserve the same weekend for the following year, you may do so the day after the current year’s sponsorship.
No dates will be held; the first request for a date (within the one year limit) will be taken regardless of the previous year’s
sponsor.

Family Promise Need
We are looking for volunteers to drive the van mornings or evenings from the Day Center to
congregations. A special license is not required. Contact Dean if you are able to help. 484-241-6992 or
wagamand@ptd.net.
Your Photos Wanted…
For the electronic photo frame in the Memory Room. Please share any church event photos you may have
by emailing to the church office.
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Offering Envelopes for 2023 have arrived!
Please stop by the Memory Room to pick-up you/your family's 2023 boxed sets of offering envelopes at
your earliest convenience. We also welcome help from those who are able to deliver additional boxes to
friends or shut-ins. This is our second year of using the boxes, and we hope this method serves us well as
postal service continues to be less than reliable.

Allentown Band Christmas Concert
Kick off your holidays with a relaxing evening of magical Christmas music by America’s oldest
civilian concert band on Monday, December 12th, at 8:00 p.m. The concert will be held here
at Jordan in the Family Center and is free and open to the public.

Ushers Needed
for the Christmas Eve services. Please call the church office if you can volunteer.

Holiday Hope Chest
Today is the deadline to return your wrapped, filled boxes!

Walk for Water!
We have exceeded our goal of $2500! Many communities will
benefit from your generosity. Today is the final day to make
your donation. Thanks to everyone who contributed!
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Sunday, December 4th – Gingerbread church-making
Learn to make a Gingerbread church, Sunday, December 4th, noon - 2 pm, in the
Family Center. Due to the time needed and assistance from Christine Heilman,
speaker, space will be limited to 10 people (families can work together). A sign-up
sheet may be found in the Memory Room. A lite lunch will be provided while the
walls are drying. A $10 donation to cover supplies is requested on the day.
Saturday, December 17th – Family Christmas Caroling
Everyone is invited to come and sing Christmas carols in a few nearby assisted
living facilities and community developments. Let’s meet in the parking lot at
the flagpole at 1:30, and we’ll travel together to the locations. Refreshments to
follow in the Memory Room. Sign up on the sheet in the Memory Room.

Sunday School Christmas Program "Through the Eyes of The Friendly Beasts"
Sunday, December 18, at the 9:15 a.m. worship service. “The Friendly
Beasts” is a Christmas story from a different perspective that has a
pleasant familiarity for those who raise animals. It relates the various gifts
presented to Jesus at his birth by a donkey, a cow, a sheep, a dove and a
camel. Please, come and see how the animals share their gifts with baby
Jesus.

Clothing Drive
Jordan Lutheran’s youth will continue their clothing drive in 2022/2023!!! Please bring your donated
items to the church and place your bags in the available bins located at the Office Entrance and the old
Social Hall during the following available drop off times: Sunday mornings before worship Mon. – Fri. - 10
a.m. – 3 p.m. We can accept clothing, linens, towels, curtains, belts, purses, shoes. Basically, anything that
is made from fabric of any sort is acceptable. Please be sure all items are worthy of being sold. Soiled and
torn items are not acceptable and can get Jordan removed from the list of accepted donors. If you would
not buy it from a thrift store, please don’t donate it. Questions?? Contact Stephanie Derstine.
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Masks are a PERSONAL PREFERENCE at Jordan
The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table. If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us. If you are not
able to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing. To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship.
ALTAR RAIL DISTRIBUTION: As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail. If you choose
not to consume wine, grape juice is available. Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will
offer you the grape juice in a pre-filled glass.
INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION: Come forward and receive a wafer. Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center
of the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant). If you want additional time at
the altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish.
Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant.
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person. Visitors are asked to fill out
the address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there. Take a moment also
before leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area.
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers.
The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or place on vibrate before the
start of the service.
Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan. Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver.
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new
section). Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex. Please ask ushers for help.
Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located
in the foyer on the right.
Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the
fellowship hours.
Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave,
etc.), particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services.
For Parents of young children: We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children. Worshiping
with young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us. We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship. However,
if you sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through
the doors on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship.
If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the
church office (610-395-5912).
Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday. Deadline for the
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month.
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