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August 27, 2023 
 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which 
they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold 
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s 
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth 
to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

How To Contact Us: 
Mail:  5103 Snowdrift Road 
           Orefield PA 18069 
Phone:  610-395-5912 
Fax: 610-395-2423 
Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 
(Emergency: 610-442-6362 or 570-818-4167) 

Dir. of Chris. Ed: jordandff@ptd.net 
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net  
Sexton:  jordansexton@ptd.net  
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org  
Church Hospital ID #256 
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required) 
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BELL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:  We All Are One in Mission               -Finnish folk tune, setting by Robert A. Hobby 

All who are able are invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
A people holy to the Lord our God. 
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you rise. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE SONG 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
All may be seated 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 51:1-6 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God 
offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the LORD. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
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  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 4Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 138  (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
 3When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me. 
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth.  
 5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
 6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me. 
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 8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your 
hands.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. 
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed 
by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among 
Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and 
not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
All who are able are invited to stand 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome 
the very gates of Hades. 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  The Gospel of the Lord.      
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All may be seated 

SERMON            
 

All who are able are invited to stand 



 

7 

 

HYMN 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
In the words of the Apostles’ Creed, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right  hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                                                
Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                                                 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!                  
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and 
to one another. 
Gracious God, 

Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness and remission of all our sins. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace.                                                                                                                
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER 
All may be seated 

 

OFFERING: Recorder Solo 
 -Sawyer Martz-Shelton 
   

All who are able are invited to stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world 
may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those in 
need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of Sarah and Abraham, inspire your church to pursue righteousness in its ministry. Equip us to 
share your compassion that unites us as one family of faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Remind us that from the beginning of creation, you knit together a world meant for harmony. 
Protect and restore the wasted places to joy and gladness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Stir the leaders of nations and towns, militaries and courts, to respond to your teachings. Let your 
call for justice reach all people and bring deliverance where there is oppression. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Encourage those who offer their gifts and talents in service to your church. Energize this 
congregation’s rostered and lay leaders, musicians, teachers, greeters, and administrators so they 
may be transformed in sharing your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all the saints, death is overcome in Christ’s resurrection. We rejoice with the faithful 
departed. Sustain us in hope until we come at last to our heavenly home. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Show your steadfast love and faithfulness to those in despair. Increase their strength, care for all 
who feel low, keep safe any in the midst of trouble, protect vulnerable people from harm, and heal 
those who are ill, especially Helen, Susan, Gladys, Rachelle, Kim, Vanessa, Dean, Lester, Nat, Bob, 
Lori, Lisa, Carol, Linda, Jan, Richard, Kim, Bethany, Jon, Barry, Rumpun, Lynn, Ted. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week.  May they continue to grow in faith as they grow 
in years, especially Mackenzie, William, Glenn, Mary, Beth Ann, Donald, Rose, Christopher, Robert.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week.  May they be bound together by your love, 
now and forever, especially Anthony & Jill, Kurt & Joyce.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light shine 
brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. We pray 
especially for Holy Trinity, Northampton. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who reconciled 
all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:   
Our Father who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come 
 thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
POSTLUDE: Faith of Our Fathers                                      -by Henri F. Hemy, arr. by David H. Hegarty 

 
   
 
 
 
 

Re-Jordan-ation!!   Circle of Faith Adult Gathering 
 
Coming this Fall, at a “church near you,” Jordan Lutheran will feature Circle of Faith, an adult 
gathering between Sunday services!  Stay tuned for exciting details about the curriculum and 
intentions.  This is another element of our Re-Jordan-ation!    
And we ask…is there an interest?  On the fourth Sunday of each month, in lieu of the Circle of Faith 
gathering, we plan on recruiting qualified presenters that would provide pertinent information on 
relevant topics during this hour.  These discussions could include: Unique Windows of Jordan, will 
planning, insurance options, how to avoid being scammed, funeral planning, Medicare/Medicaid 
awareness, security alerts, home safety, etc.  We invite you to recommend other subjects that could 
be of interest to our members. 
Your thoughts?  We need your feedback! 
Dave Mancke and the Outreach Committee.  484.866.6620 
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 The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 

presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not 

able to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  

Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose not to 
consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will offer you the 
grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 

INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center of 
the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at the 
altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out the 
address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also before 
leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or set to vibrate before the start of 
the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located in 
the foyer on the right. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, etc.), 
particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping with 
young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, if you 
sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through the doors 
on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the church 
office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 

Masks are a PERSONAL PREFERENCE at Jordan 


