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August 20, 2023 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that 
God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a 
Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. 
As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to 
those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we 
receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

How To Contact Us: 
Mail:  5103 Snowdrift Road 
           Orefield PA 18069 
Phone:  610-395-5912 
Fax: 610-395-2423 
Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 
(Emergency: 610-442-6362 or 570-818-4167) 

Dir. of Chris. Ed: jordandff@ptd.net 
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net  
Sexton:  jordansexton@ptd.net  
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org  
Church Hospital ID #256 
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required) 
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GATHERING 
BELL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:  Fairest Lord Jesus                                                 -Silesian tune, arr. by David H. Hegarty 

All who are able are invited to stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
            
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may 
be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
All may be seated 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. 
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, 
nationality, or any other category. 

 1Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
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  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 67 (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 
Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 

 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.  
 5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 7May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  
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SECOND READING:  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient 
to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  The 
Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 15:10--28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward 
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman 
considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
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10Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 
took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of 
the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said 
to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.” 
 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great 
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
All may be seated 

SERMON 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
In the words of the Apostles’ Creed, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right  hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly baptized and newly 
ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life into ecumenical and inter-religious 
endeavors, and support missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted skies, seas, 
and soil, provide nourishment to plants and animals, and make us aware of our impact on 
the environment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in authority to 
protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair elections, provide care 
for military personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those for whom they have 
responsibility. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those preparing for baptism, 
marriage, and retirement. Guide our church council and committees in their visioning and 
ministry. Safeguard those who travel. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors. Motivate us by their lives of 
dedication to the gospel, until that day when we join with them in our eternal home. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who have been 
rejected because of difference, heal trauma caused by racism or prejudice, shield any who 
are persecuted, console the dying, and heal the sick especially Helen, Susan, Gladys, 
Rachelle, Kim, Vanessa, Dean, Lester, Nat, Bob, Lori, Lisa, Carol, Linda, Jan, Richard, Kim, 
Bethany, Shiloh Faye, Jon, Barry, Rumpun, Lynn, Ted. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week.  May they continue to grow in faith as 
they grow in years, especially Dylan, Ruth, Richard, Sally, Ingrid, Kelly, Elizabeth, Earl, Mary 
Ann.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week.  May they be bound together by 
your love, now and forever, especially Lee & Barbara, Richard & Lori, Steven & Patricia, 
Christopher & Eva, Jim & Gretchen.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light 
shine brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
We pray especially for New Life, New Tripoli. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

MEAL 

PEACE– Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.        
 And also with you.  

All may be seated 
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OFFERTORY:  I Will Sing of Thy Great Mercies, O Lord                        -Felix Mendelssohn 
   -Glenn Wagner, Baritone 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and 
multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
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We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:   
Our Father who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come 
 thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
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 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

 
Please be seated 

COMMUNION 

 
 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION  
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Communion Hymns 
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All who are able, please stand 

After all have returned to their places: 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our 
dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE:  Thine is the Glory                 -by Georg Frederick Handel, arr. by Robert J. Hughes 
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The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not 
able to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose not to 
consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will offer you the 
grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 

INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center of 
the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at the 
altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out the 
address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also before 
leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

 Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located in 
the foyer on the right. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or set to vibrate before the start of 
the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, etc.), 
particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping with 
young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, if you 
sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through the doors 
on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the church 
office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 


