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July 16, 2023 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 
Welcome Pastor Gade! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth 
vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our 
lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, 
dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed 
with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

How To Contact Us: 
Mail:  5103 Snowdrift Road 
           Orefield PA 18069 
Phone:  610-395-5912 
Fax: 610-395-2423 
Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 
(Emergency: 610-442-6362 or 570-818-4167) 

Dir. of Chris. Ed: jordandff@ptd.net 
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net  
Sexton:  jordansexton@ptd.net  
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org  
Church Hospital ID #256 
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required) 
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GATHERING 
BELL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:  Praise and Thanksgiving               -Gaelic tune, setting by Johannes Matthias Michel 

All who are able are invited to stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
            
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
All may be seated 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their 
return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees 
that clap their hands. 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
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  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13     (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 
  Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 

     [1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all | flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are strong- er than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded a- bout with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.]   
       9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of  
        God is full of water.  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
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    10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- flow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 
        with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.  
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what 
the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit 
now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of 
resurrected life. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God 
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  The 
Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 
proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable 
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 
the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is 
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the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
All may be seated 

SERMON 
All who are able are invited to stand 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
In the words of the Apostles’ Creed, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right  hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst who cast a 
vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom society rejects. For 
resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for creation. For all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. For lands experiencing scorching 
heat, drought, or wildfires. For conservation organizations and environmental activists. For 
scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors, and legislators. For judges, 
juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For military personnel. For those who are 
incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that promote the common good. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their flourishing at 
summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them including parents and 
grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches, counselors, and mentors; pediatricians 
and psychologists. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for all the saints and prophets who have received the free gift of God, which is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service inspire us in faith. God, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking asylum. For 
victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill especially Helen, Susan, 
Gladys, Rachelle, Kim, Vanessa, Dean, Lester, Nat, Hinata, Bob, Lori, Lisa, Olive, Carol, Linda, 
Barbara, Janie, Dave, Jan, Richard. For any near death and for all who grieve. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week.  May they continue to grow in faith as 
they grow in years, especially Amber, Joseph, Gayllyn, Andrew, Carl, Arlene, Dale, Bonnie, 
Doug, Paul, Chance, Reed, Savannah, Joshua, Herbert, Sandra, Alexander.  God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week.  May they be bound together by 
your love, now and forever. [no anniversaries this week]  God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light 
shine brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
We pray especially for Holy Trinity, Slatedale, and their SALM, Bill Dimmich. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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MEAL 

 

PEACE– Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.        
 And also with you.  

All may be seated 

OFFERTORY:  Chanson                                                           -Charles Gounod, arr. by Lani Smith 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 

 
 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and 
multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
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Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:   
Our Father who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come 
 thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

 
Please be seated 

COMMUNION 

 
 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION (Intinction Distribution) 
Communion Hymns 
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All who are able, please stand 

After all have returned to their places: 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

CANTICLE 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our 
dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE:  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation     -Henry Purcell, setting by Timothy Albrecht 
                               
 
 
 
New bulletins! You may have noticed that we are using a new format for the worship bulletins. We 
hope you will find it convenient to have the hymns within the order of service, and easier to handle 
this smaller bulletin. The JELC NEWS portion of the bulletin will now be found on a pink sheet of 
paper, please feel free to take one home with you if you need or want to know the upcoming 
week’s events. We will not print as many of these pink sheets as we do bulletins since one per 
family should be sufficient. The JELC NEWS sheet may also be found on the website (with the 
bulletin) so you can help us save paper by viewing it there. 
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The Parable of the Sower 
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The Parable of the Sower 
Meaning for today/challenges 
 

Parables are based on metaphors, comparing two things and finding meaning in 
the overall subject. This one invites us to think from multiple perspectives.  
If the sower is Jesus (God) and the seeds God’s words (vision and action), then 
the parable speaks of spreading of the word of God. We, people, become the soil; 
at times not very receptive or momentarily receptive: hearing God’s word but 
then letting it die off or be choked out with competing interests.  
 
At another level though, we could be the sower. Is Jesus telling his disciples that 
in God’s kingdom they must be him? From this perspective we are invited to think 
about what we say and do – what we sow.  
 
Yet again, we could be the seed, thrown by God into circumstances of varying 
possibility. Facing defeat at times, finding fertile ground at other times.  However 
you may interpret it, the parable contains lessons to be learned: do not be 
deterred; expect challenge; chose what to sow carefully; don’t stop planting! The 
parable of the sower is an invitation to hope.   
 
Today the world is changing far more rapidly than Jesus’ could have ever 
imagined.  We must find innovative and new solutions for the challenges of our 
times.  Tradition is not enough, we must live with creativity.  We live in a much 
more secular society than ever before and the traditional methods for sharing the 
stories of Jesus; evangelising, are less effective.  This does not mean that what we 
sow does not have value but that the method of sharing must use the best 
biblical knowledge with imagination, creativity and boldness.  This parable itself 
challenges us to move into new ways of living with God. 
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The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not able 
to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose not to 
consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will offer you the 
grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 

INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center of 
the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at the 
altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out the 
address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also before 
leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

 Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located in 
the foyer on the right. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or set to vibrate before the start of 
the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, etc.), 
particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping with 
young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, if you 
sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through the doors 
on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the church 
office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 


