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February 22, 2026 
First Sunday in Lent 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service  
10:30 a.m. Worship Service w/communion 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the 
basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense 
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the 
meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 
Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.
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GATHERING  
[congregation reads bold] 

Bell 

Announcements  

Prelude:  Be Thou My Vision                                                          -setting David Lasky 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 
offenses. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift 
of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who 
raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 

Kyrie 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
Prayer of the Day 
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and 
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

All may be seated 

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and 
one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, 
ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked. 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that 
the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and 
that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
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wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Psalm:  Psalm 32 (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 

Mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. (Ps. 32:10) 

 

 1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is | put away! 
 2 Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
 3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
  because of my groaning | all day long. 
 4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.  
 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me 
the guilt | of my sin. 
 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 
 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
  I will guide you | with my eye.  
 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”  

10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the Lord.  

11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. 
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Second Reading:  Romans 5:12-19 
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we 
cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of 
liberation and life. 

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, 
and so death spread to all because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the 
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of 
Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 
  15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not like 
the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, 
because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more 
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
  18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as 
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through 
the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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The Gospel Verse 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he 
endures the testing of the evil one. 

1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 
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  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with 
you, Satan! for it is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

All may be seated 

Children’s Sermon                                                                            

Sermon                                                                                

Time of Silent Reflection  (remain seated) 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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Hymn of the Day
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Nicene Creed 
In the words of the Nicene Creed, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

L: God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to 
resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. We pray especially for 
Holy Trinity, Catasauqua, and their pastor Brian Riedy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience 
threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of 
reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
L: God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of 
violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. 
Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and 
systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give 
peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or 
isolated. We pray especially for Lisa, Phil, Miriam, Alice, Tammy, Molly, Jesse, 
Suzanne, Lynn, Mike, Rob, Bob, Sharon, Anita, Marlene, Donna, Margie, Bill, 
Arlene, Donn, Carole, Lauren, Raulf. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for 
bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your 
life-giving word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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L: For those celebrating birthdays this week Dennis, Barry, Barbara.  May they 
continue to grow in faith as they grow in years.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: For those celebrating anniversaries this week, Jenny & Jeff. May they be bound 
together by your love, now and forever.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered 

P: God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding 
grace, and for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Peace – Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
And also with you. 
 
 

 

Offering :  (8:00) Beautiful Things                               -Michael & Lisa Gungor 
(10:30) Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley        

             -traditional spiritual, arr. Carlton R. Young   
 -The Jordan Chorale 
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(8:00) Offertory  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  
After the offering is gathered, all who are able are invited to stand. 

 

 
 
 

[10:30 Offertory on p. 14] 
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(10:30) Offertory 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  
After the offering is gathered, all who are able are invited to stand. 

 

 
 
 
Offering Prayer    
Let us pray.  O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish 
the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw 
us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
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[The 10:30 service continues on p. 17 with The Lord’s Prayer] 

 

THE MEAL 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

All may be seated 

 
Great Thanksgiving    
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with 
joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to 
the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Holy Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk 
and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of 
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, 
peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
[The 10:30 service continues here] 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray as our Lord taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name  
 thy kingdom come,   
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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[The 10:30 service continues on p. 22 with The Sending] 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

All may be seated 

 
Communion 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for 
you.”     “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  And each person may respond, “Amen.” 
 

 
Lamb of God 

 
 
The Distribution  (Altar Rail Distribution) 

 
Communion Hymns 
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After all have returned to their places 

All who are able are invited to stand 
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.      
Amen. 

 

Song after Communion   
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Prayer after Communion 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

[10:30 service continues here] 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains 

creation, ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Believe the good news.     
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude: Jesus, Still Lead On                                                           -arr. Paul Manz 
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The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not 
able to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR RAIL DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose 
not to consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will 
offer you the grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 
INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center 
of the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at 
the altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 
Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out 
the address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also 
before leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or place on vibrate before the 
start of the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located 
in the foyer on the right. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, 
etc.), particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping 
with young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, 
if you sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through 
the doors on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the 
church office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 
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How To Contact Us: 

Mail: 5103 Snowdrift Road 

Orefield PA 18069 

Phone: 610-395-5912 

Fax: 610-395-2423 

Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 

Cemetery: 610-730-8228 

Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 

(Emergency: 610-442-6362) 

Dir. of Faith Form: jordandff@ptd.net 

Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net 

Sexton: jordansexton@ptd.net 

Website: www.jordanlutheran.org 

Church Hospital ID: #256 

WiFi: JLGuestOne (no password required) 
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If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with 
the pastor following the service or call the church office (610-395-5912). 

 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the 

church office  before 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. 

Deadline for the Monthly Newsletter is the 15th of the prior month 
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