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September 3, 2023 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion 
Welcome Pastor Haines! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds 
in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ 
words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in 
losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to 
associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as 
a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering 
world.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

How To Contact Us: 
Mail:  5103 Snowdrift Road 
           Orefield PA 18069 
Phone:  610-395-5912 
Fax: 610-395-2423 
Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 
(Emergency: 610-442-6362 or 570-818-4167) 

Dir. of Chris. Ed: jordandff@ptd.net 
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net  
Sexton:  jordansexton@ptd.net  
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org  
Church Hospital ID #256 
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required) 
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GATHERING 
BELL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:  Where Cross the Crowded Ways                                                             -Roger C. Wilson          

All who are able are invited to stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
            
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to 
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
All may be seated 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand 
upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he 
repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened 
by the simple words, “I am with you.” 

 15O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
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  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD. 
 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 
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 1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart | and my mind. 
 3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 
 4I have not sat | with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with | the deceitful.  
 5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 
  and the place where your glo- | ry abides.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love 
is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its 
tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and 
attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people. 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so 
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:21-28 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus 
reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a 
disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them 
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 
life? 
 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” The 
Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, O Christ. 
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All may be seated 

SERMON 
All who are able are invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 



9 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
In the words of the Apostles’ Creed, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and 
the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. Draw the seeker to you, 
place messages of hope and healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your 
children to your truth when we stumble. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the 
beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your world. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to show 
honor to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to peoples 
and places mired in conflict. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times and to 
remain faithful in prayer when facing challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one 
another and our communities. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor. Nurture us 
in faith until the day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  
 
God of deliverance, liberate your people being insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the 
ruthless. Give endurance to workers who persevere on this Labor Day and ensure fair wages 
and safe working environments. Remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain, 
especially Helen, Susan, Gladys, Kim, Vanessa, Dean, Lester, Nat, Bob, Lori, Lisa, Carol, 
Richard, Kim, Bethany, Jon, Barry, Rumpun, Ted, Pam.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week.  May they continue to grow in faith as 
they grow in years, especially Nathaniel, Joy, Marguerite, Jason, Carol, Lindsay, Carl, David, 
Anna, Nancy, Nathanael.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week.  May they be bound together by 
your love, now and forever, especially Samantha & Jake, Thomas & Kim, Dale & Jessie, 
William & Megan, James & Mary Ann. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light 
shine brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
We pray especially for Zion, Northampton. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our 
heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

MEAL 

PEACE– Please share the peace in any manner comfortable to you. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.        
 And also with you.  

All may be seated 

OFFERTORY:  O Lord Most Holy                                                    -Franz Abt, arr. Benton Price 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of power, God of plenty, 
all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us 
into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:   
Our Father who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come 
 thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

 
Please be seated 

COMMUNION 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION  
Communion Hymns 
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All who are able, please stand 
 

After all have returned to their places: 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE:  Now Let All the Heavens Adore Thee                                          
                                                      -Philllip Nicolai,harmonization by JS Bach, arr. by Benton Price                        
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The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not 
able to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose not to 
consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will offer you the 
grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 

INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center of 
the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at the 
altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out the 
address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also before 
leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

 Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located in 
the foyer on the right. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or set to vibrate before the start of 
the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, etc.), 
particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping with 
young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, if you 
sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through the doors 
on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the church 
office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 


