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July 9, 2023 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
Welcome Pastor Elizabeth Haines! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus 
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we 
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We 
gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” 
Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

How To Contact Us: 
Mail:  5103 Snowdrift Road 
           Orefield PA 18069 
Phone:  610-395-5912 
Fax: 610-395-2423 
Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 
(Emergency: 610-442-6362 or 570-818-4167) 

Dir. of Chris. Ed: jordandff@ptd.net 
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net  
Sexton:  jordansexton@ptd.net  
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org  
Church Hospital ID #256 
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required) 
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BELL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:  Air from “Water Music”                                       -Georg Frideric Handel, arr. Hal H. Hopson 
All who are able are invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
A people holy to the Lord our God. 
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you rise. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE SONG 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
All may be seated 

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because 
of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 

 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
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11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14  (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 

 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through out all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do 
things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile 
existence. 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells 
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 
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delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 
death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
All who are able are invited to stand 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He 
thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 
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[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  The Gospel 
of the Lord.      
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All may be seated 

SERMON           Rev. Elizabeth Haines 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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HYMN 
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HOLY BAPTISM    (flash photography is not permitted during the ceremony) 

Presentation 
God who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of 
baptism.  By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in 
Jesus Christ.  We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 
 
Parents/Sponsors: I present William John Posegay for baptism. 
 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child 
baptized into Christ? 
Parent(s): We do. 
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to live 
with him among God’s faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, teach him 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word 
and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: We do. 
 
Sponsor(s), do you promise to nurture William in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Sponsor(s):  I do. 
People of God, do you promise to support William and pray for him in her new life in Christ? 
Congregation:  We do. 
 
Profession of Faith 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
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to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

All may be seated 
 

Thanksgiving at the Font 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the 
Flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and 
raise us up to live in you. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters 
of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Baptism 
William John Posegay, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons 
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Sustain this child with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. 
 
William John, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever.  
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Welcome  
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 
Amen. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome William into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

Hymn 
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PEACE 
Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace.                                                                                                                
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER 
All may be seated 

 

OFFERING: Siciliano                                                                           -Domenico Scarlatti, arr. Lani Smith 
   

All who are able are invited to stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
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Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world 
may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of the covenant, you call ministers to proclaim your gospel of grace throughout the 
world. Inspire pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all ministers of your word as they 
carry out your work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all you have made: rivers and seas, 
plants and animals, and endangered species. Prosper the work of conservation 
organizations, botanical gardens, zoos, and wildlife sanctuaries. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace. Guide 
government leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and local—to work for justice, 
mercy, and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of rejoicing, you have brought us together this day to worship around word and 
sacrament. Encourage children in their learning and growing, and watch over those who are 
absent today. Lead us all to places of renewal and refreshment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all faithfulness, through the witness of the faithful departed you reveal love in 
action. Embolden us by their example to build up the beloved community in all the contexts 
we encounter. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, consolation to those who are 
grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send skilled caregivers to all in need 
especially Helen, Susan, Gladys, Rachelle, Kim, Vanessa, Dean, Lester, Nat, Hinata, Bob, Lori, 
Lisa, Olive, Carol, Linda, Barbara, Janie, Dave, Jan, Richard and make your presence known 
among all who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week.  May they continue to grow in faith as 
they grow in years, especially Karla, Carol, Brian, Annette, Julie, Kelsey, Philip, Jenny.  Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week.  May they be bound together by 
your love, now and forever, especially Ronald & Marlene, John & Christine, Neil & Arlene, 
Tom & Sally.   Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light 
shine brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
We pray especially Heidelberg Union, Heidelberg and their pastor, Michelle Funk. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:   
Our Father who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come 
 thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                            -Johann S. Bach, arr. Ellen Jane Lorenz 
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 The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not 
able to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose not to 
consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will offer you the 
grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 

INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center of 
the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at the 
altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out the 
address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also before 
leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or set to vibrate before the start of 
the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located in 
the foyer on the right. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, etc.), 
particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping with 
young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, if you 
sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through the doors 
on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the church 
office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 

Masks are a PERSONAL PREFERENCE at Jordan 


