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June 25, 2023 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah 
feels the pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he 
has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, 
we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. 
Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, 
God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the 
cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to 
Christ in the world. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

How To Contact Us: 
Mail:  5103 Snowdrift Road 
           Orefield PA 18069 
Phone:  610-395-5912 
Fax: 610-395-2423 
Office: jordanlutheran@ptd.net 
Pastor: pastorjordanlutheran@ptd.net 
(Emergency: 610-442-6362 or 570-818-4167) 

Dir. of Chris. Ed: jordandff@ptd.net 
Income/Expense: iecoordjordan@ptd.net  
Sexton:  jordansexton@ptd.net  
Website: www.jordanlutheran.org  
Church Hospital ID #256 
WiFi: JLCGuestOne (no password required) 
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BELL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:  Elegiac Pastorale                                                                    -by Franklin D. Ashdown 
All who are able are invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
A people holy to the Lord our God. 
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you rise. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE SONG 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to 
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for 
reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
All may be seated 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and 
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his 
enemies and commits his life into God’s hands. 

 7O LORD, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, 
  and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 
  everyone mocks me. 
 8For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the LORD has become for me 
  a reproach and derision all day long. 
 9If I say, “I will not mention him, 
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  or speak any more in his name,” 
 then within me there is something like a burning fire 
  shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, 
  and I cannot. 
 10For I hear many whispering: 
  “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
  All my close friends 
  are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
  and we can prevail against him, 
  and take our revenge on him.” 
 11But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
  and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, 
  for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor 
  will never be forgotten. 
 12O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, 
  you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 13Sing to the LORD; 
  praise the LORD! 
 For he has delivered the life of the needy 
  from the hands of evildoers. 
 The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18  (read responsively – congregation reads bold) 
Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind. (Ps. 69:16) 

 7Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach, 
  and shame has cov- | ered my face. 
 8I have become a stranger to | my own kindred, 
  an alien to my | mother’s children. 
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 9Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up; 
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me. 
 10I humbled my- | self with fasting, 
  but that was turned to | my reproach.  
 [11I put on | sackcloth also, 
  and became a by- | word among them. 
 12Those who sit at the gate mur- | mur against me, 
  and the drunkards make | songs about me. 
 13But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have | set, O LORD: 
  “In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your un- | failing help. 
 14Save me from the mire; do not | let me sink; 
  let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of | the deep waters.  
 15Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swal- | low me up; 
  do not let the pit shut its | mouth upon me.]   
   16Answer me, O LORD, for your | love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, | turn to me. 
 17Hide not your face | from your servant; 
  be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress. 
 18Draw near to me | and redeem me; 
  because of my enemies de- | liver me.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have 
been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 

1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever 
has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life 
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 he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.   The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
All who are able are invited to stand 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 10:24-39 
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, 
he assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in 
Christ. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If 
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they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those 
of his household! 
 26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; 
and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be 
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before 
my Father in heaven. 
 34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 
 35For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  The Gospel of the Lord.      
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All may be seated 

SERMON 
 

All who are able are invited to stand 
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HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
In the words of the Apostles’ Creed, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
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 he is seated at the right  hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                                                
Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                                                 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!                  
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and 
to one another. 
Gracious God, 

Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness and remission of all our sins. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 
Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace.                                                                                                                
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER 
All may be seated 

 

OFFERING: Le Coeur Content                                                                          -by Rob Roy Peery                                                                                
   

All who are able are invited to stand 
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OFFERTORY 

 
Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world 
may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace. Prevail upon 
us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we are compelled to share 
the gospel with all the world. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and animal habitats 
threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding coastlines. Amplify the voices of 
those calling for responsible stewardship of the earth’s resources. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations experiencing 
conflict or crisis. Thwart the efforts of those who sow chaos and terror, and guide those 
working to bring about peace and reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. Lift up anyone who feels 
shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
national origin, or any other human distinction. Make your people one. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All who have died with Christ also live with him. We give thanks for all the saints whose 
faithful confession inspired our own discipleship, and raise us, with them, to eternal life. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone experiencing poverty, 
homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life has value. Look favorably 
upon those who struggle and those who are ill, especially Helen, Susan, Gladys, Rachelle, 
Kim, Vanessa, Dean, Lester, Nat, Hinata, Bob, Lori, Lisa, Olive, Carol, Linda, Barbara, Janie, 
Dave, Jan.  Answer us, for your steadfast love is good. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week.  May they continue to grow in faith as 
they grow in years, especially Jacqueline, Terry, Carolyn.  God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week.  May they be bound together by 
your love, now and forever, especially Lindsay & Michael, Darwin & Grace, Scott & Karla, Ed 
& Lynn.  God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in neighboring congregations. May your light 
shine brightly for all, sharing in your love and your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
We pray especially St. John’s, Coplay, and their pastor, Timothy Boyer. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, trusting in your 
everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:   
Our Father who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come 
 thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE:    Faith of Our Fathers                                   -Henri Hemy, arr. David H. Hegarty 
                   
 

There's Still Time to Join the Fun at  
BCC for Summer 2023! 

 

 

 

Registration for Summer 2023 Sessions is Open and Available! 
 

Family Camp and the Artist's Retreat: July 2nd-7th 
Limited Availability - Call 570-472-3741 to Register 

or go to bearcreekcamp.org  
 

Youth Overnight Camp: 
Registration Open Online! 
Session Four: July 9th-14th 
Session Five: July 16th-21st 
Session Six: July 23rd-28th 

Session Seven: July 30th - August 4th 
Session Eight: August 6th-11th 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ulXatwtHL2Shku3CEFhWmjc4eztBRZ-w8GpELirVzIl44YlrY0_tjPh6U1UmL8Edq5mRK_Sg9CBS902YNGqRfDNPcVzPm44Ok8eEMdv0NtcLGrvXMnUQpPNMR0jtxpCd1IJ9XuJxNZk9k1wuUdz-O3GC2-3BHMtIow4oLk_zFffZycCrJP40sQ==&c=2UGggXM67cd0DRFrwEnlzUNjrQtE1NPrVxbgr81qWRNojubVk1J5iA==&ch=0rmjFkHo5gS9xj0ok0V8KvB7KbWISPNmHoArDMOw4sN9IFtYd9XOOA==
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The Lord’s Table at Jordan Church is an open table.  If you are a baptized Christian of any church, believe in the Lord’s 
presence in the sacrament and have received the sacrament before, you are welcome to receive with us.  If you are not able 
to receive, please come forward for a pastoral blessing.  To come forward, simply follow the direction of the ushers.  
Distribution method is noted in the order for worship. 
ALTAR DISTRIBUTION:  As you come forward, please take an empty cup with you to the altar rail.  If you choose not to 
consume wine, grape juice is available.  Come to the altar rail without a glass and a communion assistant will offer you the 
grape juice in a pre-filled glass. 

INTINCTION DISTRIBUTION:  Come forward and receive a wafer.  Then dip it into either the wine (the cup in the center of 
the bread plate) or the grape juice (in the separate cup held by the second assistant).  If you want additional time at the 
altar, please step to center of the altar rail out of the flow of other worshippers. You are invited to kneel if you wish. 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please indicate your need to the communion assistant. 
You are asked to fill out communion cards clearly and completely, one card per person.  Visitors are asked to fill out the 
address of their home church (if you identify with one) so we may forward the card there.  Take a moment also before 
leaving to sign our guest book, located in the entrance area. 
 
If it is necessary to leave the sanctuary during worship, please refrain, if possible, from doing so during the reading of 
scripture or the Eucharistic prayers so as not to distract other worshipers. 

The use of electronic devices during worship is discouraged. Please turn off cell phones or set to vibrate before the start of 
the service. 

Hearing assistance is available for members and visitors to Jordan.  Please see an usher to arrange to use a receiver. 
A Koala Bear baby changing station is located in the handicapped restroom across from the church offices (in the new 
section).  Children’s welcome bags and bulletins are located in the narthex.  Please ask ushers for help. 

Restrooms are located through the left side doors of the chancel; then left through the french doors; restrooms located in 
the foyer on the right. 

Children in grade 9 and younger are asked to remain in the Memory Room when consuming refreshments during the 
fellowship hours. 

Please be sensitive to the fact that many people are allergic to or bothered by strong scents (perfume, aftershave, etc.), 
particularly when many people are gathered closely together, as for worship services. 
For Parents of young children:  We are grateful that God has blessed Jordan with so many young children.  Worshiping with 
young children is a special privilege and joy for all of us.  We enjoy the sounds of children in our worship.  However, if you 
sense the need for a “calming break” feel free to take him/her to the Memory Room or Nursery (located through the doors 
on the left side of the altar) where you can continue to hear and be involved in the worship. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Jordan, please speak with the pastor following the service or call the church 
office (610-395-5912). 

Announcements for the Sunday bulletin are due in the church office before 10:00 a.m. on Thursday.  Deadline for the 
monthly newsletter is the 15th of the month. 

Masks are a PERSONAL PREFERENCE at Jordan 


